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Project Memorial Nuremberg Trials

The Memorial Nuremberg Trials —
On the Way to a New Memorial Site

Starting in the beginning of 2010, a new permanent  exhibition in the
Nuremberg Palace of Justice will give information a bout the history,
the course and the repercussions of the Nuremberg T rial of the main
war criminals and on the 12 follow-up trials.

Between 20 November, 1945, and 1 October, 1946, the International
Military Tribunal (IMT) tried leading representatives of the Nazi regime, in
today's Court Room 600 in the Nuremberg Palace of Justice. The trial
indicted 24 main Nazi war criminals and six "criminal organisations" and
has been of fundamental importance for the development of international
criminal law.

There is major public interest in this court room, which over 60 years ago
was the origin of international criminal jurisdiction. The historical venue is
still used for trials by the Upper Regional Court. In May 2000, Nuremberg
Municipal Museums together with the Bavarian judicial authorities opened
Court Room 600 for the first time for regular public guided tours, at
weekends only. Since then, visitor numbers have continually increased
from 3,600 in 2000 to nearly 20,000 in 2007. In addition, an estimated
20,000 visitors per year visit Court Room 600 during the week in organised
groups.

The new permanent exhibition will provide information on the history, the
course and the repercussions of the trial. As a new information and
documentation centre, the Memorial is intended to fill a "memorial gap" in
Germany. For after all, the Nuremberg Trials were the starting point for all
legal proceedings dealing with the criminal Nazi regime, and the
meticulously collected evidence has provided an important source for
research on contemporary history.

Deficits of the Current Presentation

Currently, the court room can only be displayed in a very inadequate way.
There is no suitable exhibition space to describe the Nuremberg Trials in
their historical context; and no comprehensive foreign language information
can be made available to foreign visitors. There are neither access facilities
for disabled visitors, nor sufficient services.
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In September 2005, Nuremberg Municipal Museums presented a proposal,
worked out with the Upper Regional Court and the State Office for
Structural Engineering, to the Board of Trustees of the Documentation
Centre Nazi Party Rally Grounds. The Board of Trustees unanimously
welcomed this project. In October 2005, it requested that the Federal
Republic of Germany, the Free State of Bavaria and the City of Nuremberg
should promote the implementation of the project. A first feasibility study
estimated the cost of the projected memorial at four million Euros. In July
2007, the Federal Republic and the Free State of Bavaria, undertook to
share the building cost, and finance for the project was secured.

The City of Nuremberg will fund the creation of the permanent exhibition
and bear the running costs. After establishing the Documentation Centre
Nazi Party Rally Grounds, the inauguration of the Way of Human Rights
and the presentation of the International Human Rights Award, the City
thus opens a further chapter in dealing with its National Socialist past.

Plans For a New Memorial Site

The new permanent exhibition on the attic floor of the east wing of the
Palace of Justice is scheduled to open in 2010. The attic floor is currently
empty. After conversion, it will provide about 700 square metres of
exhibition space for the Memorial. Necessary refurbishment work will
presumably start in July 2008.

Apart from the permanent exhibition, ticket offices, information areas, a
cloakroom and sufficient toilet facilities must be provided. Where the
visitors' gallery to Court Room 600 (erected for the duration of the
Nuremberg Trials) used to be, there will be glazed openings in the wall
permitting a view of the court room's interior, even when trials are in
progress. A lift will be installed to assure barrier-free access both to the
exhibition rooms in the attic and to Court Room 600 on the second floor.
Outside the building, a new ramp will be provided so that disabled visitors
can enter the Palace of Justice. The court room will not be restored to its
state during the Nuremberg Trials.

For further information contact the Documentation Centre Nazi Party Rally
Grounds Tel: +49 (0)911 231-5666.

(February 2008)
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