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Project Memorial Nuremberg Trials

Content of the Planned Permanent Exhibition

The Memorial Nuremberg Trials, as a new information and
documentation centre, will provide information on the history, course
and repercussions of the Nuremberg Trials.

The exhibition space provided for the future permanent exhibition will
comprise four rooms on the attic floor above Court Room 600. The first and
largest room (350 square metres) will be dedicated to the trial of the main
war criminals by the International Military Tribunal (IMT). Apart from the
genesis of the trial, its course and outcome, those involved in the trial will
be introduced. Short biographies will provide information about the role of
the 24 defendants in the National Socialist hierarchy, and the crimes for
which they were indicted.

In addition, the first room will explain the special legal aspects of the trial.
This includes information about the Anglo-American legal traditions on
which the trials were based, and on the importance of the trial of the main
war criminals as a legal first — the first time in world history that individuals
were sentenced on the basis of international law.

The three smaller adjacent rooms will present examples of the follow-up
trials which were also held in Nuremberg, as well as further legal
proceedings dealing with the Nazi regime. This section will also describe
the development started in Nuremberg which eventually led to an
International Criminal Court. The ICC was inaugurated as an ad-hoc
tribunal for former Yugoslavia in 1993, and has existed as a permanent
institution in The Hague since 2003.

On days without trials, the exhibition tour will finish with a visit to the Court
Room. If a trial is in progress, the glazed openings in the wall will permit a
view of the court room's interior.

Media vs Exhibits

The IMT left a wealth of material: meticulously collected evidence and the
Allied powers' film and sound recordings which documented the trial. As in
the successful Documentation Centre Nazi Party Rally Grounds, the
exhibition concept for the Memorial will focus on information and
documentation. Text panels, supplemented by numerous illustrations will
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give an insight into the trials' context, and excerpts from film and sound
archives will create a very vivid impression of the trial proceedings.

Audio-guides (included in the entrance fee) will be available for visitors on
their tour of the exhibition. Original sound archives will also be integrated
into the guides. This avoids the disruption of different sound sources in the
exhibition rooms. At the same time, it makes the exhibition content
accessible in foreign languages.

In addition, selected exhibits offer the opportunity to create an impressive

illustration of everyday court proceedings. However, the most important
"exhibit" will be the historical venue itself.

For further information contact the Documentation Centre Party Rally
Grounds: Tel.+49 (0)911 231-5666.
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